AN UNKNOWN LECTURE OF FREUD*S
and reality, a matter which made so strong an
impression on Demole and which Flournoy believed
required explanation. In fact, we find nothing
especially puzzling about this. We receive the
impression, however, that Demole looked upon the
event as a favourable presage for his secret wishes,
and interpreted it in that way. It is as if he had said
to himself : Since this mysterious premonition has
proved true, my other, more important, wishes will
come true. The feeling of pleasure experienced by
Demole after he had learned of Larin's death
certainly runs consistent with our assumption. We
surmise that it arose from the increase of ego-
feeling, from the confirmation of the omnipotence
of his thought. He had good cause for this feeling,
since he had conceived of his presage as an omeri
that his secret wishes would be fulfilled. Naturally,
in this form it could not be admitted to conscious-
ness. Demole's moral ideals would be outraged at
the thought that the death of another should be
required by his ambition. In consciousness this
feeling of pleasure was replaced by a feeling of
great satisfaction that he had experienced so inter-
esting an event which he might investigate psycho-
logically.                                   4
Shall we rest content with the results we have
so far attained ? We can avail ourselves of two
minor but striking features of Demole's story which
will lead even closer to definite insight into the
psychogenesis of his premonition,
j^ Demole offers two pieces of data: first, his instant
of sudden conviction, and secondly, an error in
thinking which he reports as an afterthought to the
first phenomenon. At this point I must remind you
of the rule in the technique of dream interpretation
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